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“Judith Freidenberg’s Contemporary Conversations on Immigration in 
the United States: The View from Prince George’s County, Maryland 
enhances a growing literature that argues for understanding the U.S. 
immigrant experience through a focus on local places as contexts of 
settlement. Freidenberg skillfully weaves historical data together with 
media analysis and immigrant voices to tell the story of Prince 
George’s County in the Washington, D.C. metropolitan area. She 
argues that native-born acceptance is a major influence on the 
experience of immigrants. Furthermore, this book offers an insightful 
and powerful critique of the process by which a social issue becomes 
a social problem. Policy-makers should particularly take notice of 
these key points. They are instrumental to immigration reform.” 

— Caroline B. Brettell, Southern Methodist University 
 

“By centering her narrative on migrant’s voices and testimonies, 
Freidenberg provides a textured analysis of the larger structures, 
histories, and contexts that affect contemporary immigration. The 
result is a welcomed antidote to the homogenizing narratives on 
immigration that dominate public debate and existing scholarship.” 

— Arlene Davila, New York University  

 
ABOUT THE BOOK: 
Contemporary Conversations on Immigration in the United States 
shows the complexity of migrant experiences, advocating for 
immigration as a social issue rather than a social problem, and 
understanding that immigration rests on larger units of meaning 
structured by time and place. 
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR: 
 

Judith Noemí Freidenberg is professor 
of anthropology at the University of 
Maryland and director of The 
Anthropology of the Immigrant Life 
Course Research Program.  
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